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Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
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Certain documents cited 
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Certain observations on the international application 
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I. ^asis of the report 

1 With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as originally filed 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)): 



Description, Pages 

1-11 

Claims, Numbers 

1-13 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



Drawings, Sheets 

1 /s-s/5 as originally filed 

2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5 6 This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments > h ad not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
" citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


12, 13 


No: 


Claims 


1-11 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


1-13 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
tadustrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

i . With respect to claim 1 AU-B-521 756 describes (see page 5, line 9-page 6, line 
27V 

An air duct system for a combined refrigerator of the forced air circulation type, 

with a freezing compartment (2) and a refrigerating compartment (4), wh.ch are 

superposed and separated by an intermediate wall (17), further having an a,r 

cooling compartment (11) lodging an evaporator (1 0) and a fan (1 2) and 

presenting at least one circulated air inlet (figure 1) and at least one refngerated 

air outlet (figure 1) directed to the freezing compartment (2) and to the 
refrigerating compartment (4), a body (30) mounted into the interior of the 

intermediate wall (17) and defining a rear chamber (26) opened to the circulated 
air inlet (figure 1); a transversal through-duct (16) centrally provided in front of the 
rear chamber (26) and having an end maintained in fluid communication with the 
refrigerated air outlet (figure 1), and an opposite end opened to the ins.de of the 
refrigerating compartment (4); at least one first and one second return duct 
(15 20) each presenting a rear end (figure 1) opened to the rear chamber (26) and 
a front end (14,19) opened to the interior of the freezing compartment (2) and of 
the refrigerating compartment (4), respectively, the rear ends (figure 1) of the first 
and the second return ducts (15, 20) being positioned on opposite sides of the 
transversal through-duct (16, figure 2). 

Although not explicitly described in the application, rear chamber (11) has the 
function of a water funnel which gathers the defrost water from the evaporator (5) 
and channels it through an opening (figure 5 of application) into a tube (f.gure 1 1 of 
application) to the outside of the refrigerator. Reference number 26 of AU-B-521 
756 has the same function and is therefore considered to be the rear chamber. 

Although not explicitly disclosed in AU-B-521 756 the return ducts (15, 20) open to 
the rear chamber (26), see figures 1 and figure 2. In figure 2 the cross-sect.on of 
body (30) is elevated around ducts 15 such that the upper portion of duct 20 (f.g. 
2 white squares diagonally below return ducts 1 5) is at the same level as the lower 
part of duct 15. A partially cut top perspective view of body (30), similar to f.gure 4 
of the application, would show that both return ducts (15, 20) open to rear 
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2a. 



2b. 



3. 



chamber (26). 

Therefore the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) 
PCT. 

The additional features of claims 2-1 1 are also known from AU-B-521 756 (see 
the International Search Report). Therefore the subject-matter of claims 2-1 1 are 
not new and inventive in the sense of Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 
Dependent claims 12 and 13 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the 
PCT in respect of inventive step (33(2) PCT), as the feature of '...the body 
comprising a lower and an upper half, which are designed to be fitted into each 
other..' is merely one of several straightforward possibilities of designing such a 
body. 

Documents reflecting the prior art described on page 1 , line 14-page 3, line 4 are 
not identified in the description (Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT). 
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